1. Background to the 16 Days of Activism Campaign against Gender
Based Violence

Rt. Honorable Speaker, and Hon. Members of Parliament,

In

of Activism Campaign against Gender based
Violence (GBV) took place as an event organized by the Women's Global
1991, the inaugural 16 Days

Leadership Institute (WGLI), a program at the Rutgers University in New Jersey
USA which trains women in leadership based on global good and practice.
Since then, the campaign has grown into a global campaign marked with a wide
range of activities organized by various stakeholders. This year 2021, therefore
marks the 30th Anniversary of the 16 Days of Activism Campaign.
Several other initiatives have come inplace to reinforce the l6 Days of Activism
Campaign. These include the IINiTE Campaign to End Violence against Women
by 2030 which was launched by the IIN Secretary General in 2008. The UNiTE
Campaign calls for global actions to increase awareness, galvanize advocacy
efforts, and share knowledge and innovative measures to address GBV.

It is in this same year (2008) when the Government of Uganda under the Ministry
of Gender, Labour and Social Development joined the international community to
mark the campaign annually as an advocacy and mobilization strategy for raising
public awareness on Gender Based Violence and re-committing actions to ensure
that medical,legal, and psychosocial services are avaTlable to survivors.
Both the I-lNiTE and the 16 Days of Activism Campaigns provide an opportunity
to discuss and strategize on solutions and good practices for ending GBV. These
campaigns also contribute to the efforts to implement the Beijing Platform for
Action and the national policy and planning frameworks on gender equality and
the empowerment of women.

The Government of Uganda has adopted the 2030 Agenda for

Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) which include the SDG 5 on Gender Equality. Uganda
Vision 2040 and the Third National Development Plan III (NDPIII) prescribe

fundamental to national
development. It also prioritizes addressing GBV and sets a target to reduce it by
30%by 2025.This will be achieved through implementation of Programme 13 of

gender equality and women empowerment

as
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NDP III on Community Mobilisation and Mindset Change, which seeks to address
negative social norns.
Rt. Hon. Speaker and Hon. Members of Parliament,

The campaign period is designated over a period of 16 Days which start on 25th
November; the International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women,
and runs until 1Oth December; the Human Rights Day.
Since its inception in Uganda, the campaign has registered the following positive
impact:
I

ii.
1ll.

iv.

Increased public awareness on gender-based violence as a human rights
violation, public health risk and social economic boffleneck at the family,
community, national, regional and intemational levels.
Enhanced dialogue on strategies to address GBV including sharing good
practices of initiatives that have worked to prevent and respond to GBV.
Strengthened local initiatives and networks of stakeholders to address GBV.
Opportunity to assess progress of actions by Government, Parliament,
Religious and Cultural Institutions, Faith Based and Civil Society
Or ganizations, Medi a, communities and individuals.

2. The Global and National Theme for this years' campaign
Rt. Hon. Speaker and Hon. Members of Parliament,

This year's global theme is; "Orange the ll/orld: End Violence Against Women
Now! Uganda has adopted this global theme as the National theme. Over the past
years the colour orange has been used in the campaign to represent a
brighter future, free from violence against women and girls. "Orange the World"
refers to the spreading the campaign message to everyone throughout the world.
The emphasis to end violence against women emanates from the fact that women
and girls are disproportionately affected by GBV as the majority of victims of all
forms of GBV including harmful traditional practices likr child marriage and
Female Genital Mutilation (FGM).
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The Ministry of Gender, Labour and Social Development is coordinating the
organization of national launch and in this respect will lead all the other
stakeholders in preparing the planned events. Government MDAs, Civil Society,
Private Sector, Organizations and the Media are all involved in the preparatory
activities.

3. Situational analysis of GBV in Uganda
Rt. Hon. Speaker and Hon. Members of Parliament,
The prevalence of GBV in Uganda remains unacceptably high despite efforts by
Government to address it. The National Survey on Violence in Uganda 2021
indicates that 56yo of women in intimate relationships have experienced violence
either physical, sexual or emotional. Whereas physical violence against women has
reduced from 5lYo to 45o/o in 2021, sexual violence has instead increased from
22oh in 2016 to 36oh in 2021. National statistics further show that 47oh of women
have faced economic violence such as forced to give part or all of their earnings,
denied access to a jobs and/ or denied money for household expenses. Violence
against children has escalated in the past 12 months with physical violence against
boys at 68Yo and girls at 73%. Emotional violence stands at 57Yo for boys and 6lYo
for girls and sexual violence at 4Yo for boys and 7%o for girls.

Annually, the estimated incidents cost of GBV to Uganda's economy is 77 billion
shillings worth and 14 trillion around the world. The funds are spent in terms of
healthcare, running ofjudicial service systems among others.

4. Impact of Covid-I9 on GBV
Rt. Hon. Speaker and Hon. Members, COVID 19 pandemic has affected all aspects
of the national economy and peoples' lives. The pandemic has escalated genderbased violence. It has presented new challenges as we witness spikes in teenage
pregnancy. For the period of March to December 2020 alone, 14,134 children (0Syrs 1280,9-14 years 2986, 15-l7yrs 9954) (Uganda Police Crime report 2020).
In addition, Child marriage is still high in Uganda. 34 percent of women 20-24
years were married or in union before age 18 and 7o/o were married before the age
of 15. We have witnessed resurgence of Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) among
practicing communities in Sebei and Karamoja Regions. The Uganda COVID-l9
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Rapid Gender Assessment of 2020 indicates that l3Yo of girls and 52Yo of women
aged in the category of 15-49 years have been subjected to FGM.

5. Progress made in addressing GBV in Uganda
Hon. Speaker and Hon. Members of Parliament,
Government of Uganda has registered significant progress towards prevention and
response to GBV through the following interventions:
o

Ensuring a strong legal and policy framework with the National Policy on
the Elimination of GBV in Uganda, 2016 as well as enacted several laws
including the Domestic Violence Act 2010, The Prevention of Trafficking in
Persons Act 2009; the Penal Code Act, Cap 120, the Prohibition of FGM
Act2010 and the Employment (Sexual Harassment) Regulations of 2012.

o

Building capacity of Govemment agencies including Local Governments to
design and mainstream interventions for prevention and response to GBV in
Ministerial Plans and Programmes.
The National GBVA/AC Multi-Sectoral COVID-19 Response Plan (2021-

a

2024) has been developed as a framework to guide the national response and
scale up the delivery of quality and comprehensive support services for
survivors and victims of GBV.
a

o

O

Scaled up interventions for male engagement and involvement in GBV
preventien
response. The Mc;s;'ro^fi;rio'rai uut. Engagement
^-3ld
Strategy is being implemented and a simplified popular version has been
developed to widen the use and adoption of measures to engage men and
boys for the elimination of GBV at all levels.
Support to women's economic empowerment through the provision of credit
to 180914 women across the country, promoting access to appropriate
technology in enterprise development and skilling in enterprise management.
The MGLSD has extended support for the abandonment of Female Genital
Mutilation (FGM) in practicing communities including the establishment of
a cross-border FGM taskforce.
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.
o

The Equal Opportunities Commission (EOC) is revising the Certificate of
compliance framework to include a specific output and outcome indicators
for GBV and Harmful Practices during the assessments.
The Ministry of Gender, Labour, and Social Development in collaboration
with Partners have established l8 GBV safe shelters in 18 local
governments, which provide comprehensive services such as temporary
shelters, legal aid and health, re-integration and resettlement of GBV
survivors.

o

The Ministry has established strong coordination mechanisms at national
and local levels namely; GBV High Policy Dialogue, Medical-legal GBV
Working Group, Violence against Women /Violence against Children
Covid-19 Responsive Sub Committee. At local government, there are district
GBV Coordination Committees that meet quarterly to deliberate on
strategies to address GBV.
6. Scheduled activities for 16 Days of Activism202l
Rt. Hon. Speaker and Hon. Members of Parliament,

I wish to inform the House

that a series of activities are planned for this period to
sensitize the public about the importance of the 16 Days of activism against GBV.

i.
ii.

iii.
iv.
v.

Inter-ministerial High level cross border dialogue to address FGM will take
place from 24th- 25th November at Speke Resort Munyonyo, Kampala to lay
strategises to end cross border FGM.
The national launch will be held at Amaji P/S Kamdini Sub-county in Oyam
District on Friday 26th November 202L The event will be marked under the
COVID-I9 Standing Operating Procedures (SOPs) hence the number of
persons at the launch event will be limited.
National Dialogue for religious, cultural and traditional leaders on ending
GBV will take place on lOth December in Kampala
Knowledge fair to show case GBV publications and reports.
Media campaigns on television, radio and social media

Conclusion
6. Rt. Hon. Speaker and Hon. Members of Parliament,
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I wish to acknowledge and appreciate

the Hon. Members of Parliament for the
efforts to the campaign goal of ending GBV through their work in ensuring gender
responsive legislation, reviewing budgets of MDAs to ensure responsiveness to
gender and equity issues, including planning and budgeting for interventions to
address GBV.

I also wish to encourage Members of Parliament to participate in the various events
of the Campaign as a way of making a contribution to the efforts to ensure
realization of the goal of ending GBV andzero tolerance to all forms of GBV and
eliminating it from our homes, communities and the entire Country. A list with
details of planned activities by my Ministry and our partners is attached.
Your participation will also serve to show solidarity with the survivors of GBV in
our Country and throughout the world.

Allow me to conclude with an appeal to the Hon. Members of Parliament to work
with all stakeholders to end Gender Based Violence in our society.

I thank you.

FOR GOD AND MY COUNTRY

NN=

Mutuuzo Peace Regis (MP.)

MINISTER OF STATE FOR GENDER AND CULTURE AFFAIRS
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