
IO

I g APR zJiJ

RECEIVED
I Ox 1fi8,

o

*r

PARLTAMENTOFUGANDA

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON INFORMAfiON COMMIJNICATION TECHNOI,OGY
AND NATIONAL CUTDANCE ON THE MINISTERIAL POLICY STATEIVIENT AND BTJDGET

ESTIMATES FOR Fat N23/24

OFFICE OF THE CLERK TO PARLIAMENT

APRIL2023
I

1



ACRONYMS

bn Billion

BPO Business Process Outsourcing

ICT lnformation, Communication Technology

EOC Equal Opportunities Commission

FY Financial Year

GoU Govemmentof Uganda

IFMS lntegrated Financial Management System

MDAs Ministries, Departments and Agencies

MoICT&NG Minbtry of Inlormation Communication Technology and National

Guidance

MoFPED

MTTS

NBI

NDP

NTTA.U

NPA

PDMIS

PFMA

FWDs

SDGs

tn

UBC

ucc
UICT

UGX

UPL

Minisky of Finance Planning and Economic Development

Ministerial Policy Statements

National Backbone Infraskuctu re

National Development Plan

National Inlormation Technology Authority- Uganda

National Planning Authority

Parish Development Model Information System

Public Finance Management Act

Persons with Disabilities

Sustainable Development Goals

Trillion

U ganda Broadcasting C-orporation

Uganda Communicatioru Commission

Uganda Institute of Information Communication and Technolog;y

Uganda Shillings

Uganda Posts Limited

2

6
P(



TABLE OF CONTENTS
I.O INTRODUCTION

2.0 METEODOLOGY

3.0 COMPLIANCE OFTEE, MIIYISTERIAL POLICY STATEMENTS

3.2 Anrual Budgct Coqliencc to NDPItr

3 3 Gcndcr and Equty Coqharce..........

6.5 Key policy and programs to be "nderaken by the vote

6.6 Budga Performance ofother agerrcres under Vote 020

6 6.1 UGANDA BROADCASTING CORPORATION

5

6

7

?

8

4.0 OVERVIEW OF NATIONAL BT,JDGET RESOURCE ENVEI,OP TT 2021D4 9

Table 1 : National Brdga Overview fu FY202ll24 10

11

11

11

t4

14

15

16

15

t7

t7

18

5.0 TIIE DIGITAL TRANSFORMATION PROCRAMMEOVERVIEW.........,,,...........

6.0 VOTE020: MINISTRY Or ICT& NATIONAL GT IDANCE

6.1 Budga Pcrformancc

6.2 Key Achievernents by the Ministry

6.3 Key Challenges during Budget execution

6.4 MOICT&NG pnposcd Bndgct for thc FY 20nn4

Source MOICT Mrnistcflal policy statcmcnt FY 2023124.....................

6.6.2 UoANDA COMMI'MCATIONS COMMI'MCATION.....

7.0 VOTE 126. NATIONAL INTORMATION TECHNOTOGIE' A"''ORTY g661qOE(NTtA.

tD 18

7.1 Budga performance for the first Half ofF\ 2022D3.. ................................. 19

7.2 Key achievements rcgistered by the vote 20

7.3 Vote's key priority arcas for FY 2023 D4 arldilrc. Medirmr Term..... ............. 22

8.0 MATIERS INCIDENTAL TO BUDGET PDRFORMANCE 22

ttr ............22

8.1.1 Uganda Broadca*ing Corporation.. ..........................22

8.2 tCT Corsrrnption items 2?

9.1 VOTE 020: MINISTRY OF ICT& NAIIONAL GUIDANCE

3

s

24



9.1.1 Gross un&rfunding of thc Dgital Traisformation Progra.mnre ............24

9.1.2 Fundrng gep in the Dretorate of Informatron Drcs€mrnatron and National Gui&rcc ..... 25

9.2 UGANDA BROADCASTINGCORPORATION.................... ....................25

9.2.1 Enharccmcnr of Financiat apprcpriaoons to UBC........................... 23

9.2.3 Provision of a Vote Codc.

9.2.4 Mamgcmcnt of the Dcbt at UBC.......

9.3 UGANDACOMMTJMCATIONSCOMMISSION

9.3.1 Establishment of the Cornmunications nibuml

9.1.2 kvy on Gross Annual Revenues of Licensed Operators

27

28

28

28

29

29

30

30

9.4 UGANDAPOSTSLMMD........

9.4.1 Establishm€nt and Operationali.etion of thc Scrvice Cemc Ugada........

9.5 UGANDA INSTITUTE OF INFORMATION COMMIJMCATION TECHNOTOGY .......... 31

9.5 I Operatronalization ofthc specr,abnd ccntre for excelle,nce.............................................. 31

9.5 2 Enhancan:ent ofinfrastnrctur€ capacrty for ICT skills Deve1opment................................31

9.6 VOTE 126: NATIONAL INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY ALTTHOR-ITY..........................32

9.6.1 Opcrationalization of tbc Data Protoction Officc.......... ........................ 32

9.62 Enhanccment of the National Daa Centcr.......................... ..................32

9.6.1 Provrsron of ICf scrvices to additional 700 sitcs coonected ..................33

10. St PPLY TABLE .........34

il. CoNCLUSION. ...........34

9.1.3 Cost of Intemet...

$

4



1.0 INTRODUCTION

Rt IIon Speeker rnd Hon Members

The Minister of Information, Communications Technology and National Guidance laid before

Parliament. the Ministerial Policy Statemc,nt for thc FY2023124 for the Digital Transformation

Programme (Programme 11) in accordance with Section 13 (I5) of the Public Finance

Managcment Act, 2015, and Rule 146 (l) of the Rules of Procedurc of Parliament on 156 March

2023. Relatcdly, pursuant to Rule 147 of the Rules of Proccdure of Parliament, the Shadow

Minister of Informatioq Communication Technolory and Anti-Corruption presented the

Alternative Policy State,ment for lnforrration, Communications Technology for FY 2023/24 ort

3l3March, 2023. Padiament thereafter referred thesc Policy Statements to the Committee on

lnformation, Communications Technology and National Guidance for scrutiny and r€port to the

pleirary, in accordancc with Rulc 146 (3) of the Rulcs of Procedure of Parliament. Guided by

Article 155(4) ofthe Constitution ofthe Repubhc ofUganda, 1995 and Rule 189 (a) and (d) ofthe

Rulcs of Procedure of Parliament, the Committce:

i. Examincd and now comments on policy maters affecting Ministricg Departmeirts and

Agcncies (MDAs) under the Digital Transformation Programme; and

ii. Examincd critically Oovernme,nt recurrent and capital budgct cstimates and has made

recommendations for gencral debate in the House.

The Committee hereby reports;

1.1 Background

Thc Committce on ICT& National Guidance prcmised on policy documcnts enshrined in the

National Plrnning Framework and in accordance with the Public Financc Managemeirt (PFM) Act

Section 13 (15), analyzed the budget performance of the rnstitutions under the Digital

Transformation Programme. The Committee also reviewed policies that were approved by

Parliament as containcd in the Appropriations Act 2022, as well as the proposed srategic policy

programmes direction as pnoritized by the agencies for the FY 2023124.

The Committee was further guidcd by section 12 (l) and (2) of the PFM Act 2015, where

Parliament is roquired to analyze policies and programmcs that affect the economy and the national

tr
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annual budget and where n€cessaq/ make recommendations to the Ministry on alternative

approaches to the policy or programmes.

In facilitating thc Budga approval process of Parliament, the Committce conducted in-dcpth

analysis ofthe Policy statements to highlight topical issues for the consideration in the Budga and

maftcrs of the economy rn hne with Rule t49 (l) of thc Rules of Procedure of Parliame,nt.

The Sectoral Committee on Information, Communication Technology and National Guidance

catercd for in Rule 187 (n) covers the following votes.

i. Vote 020: Ministry of Information, Communication Technology and National Guidance

ii. Vote 126: National Information Technology Authority Uganda

The non-vote agcncies (public corporations and state enterprises) include:

i. UgandaCommunicationsCommission

ii. UgandaBroadcastingCorporation

iri. Uganda Posts Limrted

iv. Uganda tnstitute of Information and Communicatrons Technology

v. Uganda Medra Council

vi. Uganda Media Center

vii. Vision Group

2.0 METIIODOLOGY

In prcparing this rcport, thc Committee:

(i) Reviewed and analyzed the following documents:

i. The Public Finance and Management Act,2015;

ii. The lCT&National Cuidance Ministerial Policy Statemant F{2021124:

rri. National Budget Framework Pape(BFP)FY2O2!124-202'l 128:

iv. Report ofthe Auditor General to Parliament for the Financial Year cnded June 30

2022;

v. The Semi Annual Budget Performance RcportFY2022l2l:

vi. Thc Presidential and Policy dircctives issued by the MoFPED;

$
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vii. The Annual Budga Pcrformance Report FY 20211221'

viii. The National Dwelopment Shategies - Vision 2040, NDP III and the NRM

Manifesto (Manifesto on ICT Priorities):

ix. The ICT & National Guidancc Ministerial Policy Statement Fy 2022123

(iil Held meetings with the following officials:

i. Ministcr of Information, Communicatton Technology& National Guidence;

ii. The Executivc Director Uganda Communications Commission;

iii. The Executive Director National Information Communication Technology;

iv. The Managing Director Uganda Broadcasting Corporation;

v. The Managing Dircctor Uganda Posls Limited;

vi. The Principal Uganda tnstitute of lnformation and Communication Technology;

vii. The Executive Director Uganda Media Centre;

viii. The Chaiqpcrson Media Council of Ugandal and

ix" The Chief Executive Offrcer Vision Group.

3.0 COMPLIANCEOFTHEMINISTERIALFOLICYSTATEMENTS

3.1 To thc Lrw
The PFMA, 2015 section 13 (15) provides for the contents of the ministerial policy statem€nts to

b€ submitted to Parliame,nt by 0re responsible Minister. The Minister of tCT and Natronal

Guidance presented the requisite information regarding the votes undcr his j urisdiction o(c€pt the

statem€Dt of actions taken by the votes to impleinent the Parliamentary recommendations in

respect to Auditor Genaal's report ofthe preceding Financial Year.

The Committee recommends that lhe Minister should prioitize reporting on lhe actions alcen to

implement the Parliamenary recommendations in respect to the Auditor General's report of the

precediag financia I yea r.

3.2 Amuel Budget Complhncc to NDPIII

The Public Financc Managerrent Act, 2015 section 13 (6) requires thc annual budget to be

consistcnt with the National Development Plan, Charter for fiscal Responsibility and the Budga

Framework Paper. Keeping with the provisions, thc Minister of Finance, Planning and Economic

7 I GB z



Devclopmant conducts an annual compliance assessment of the previous annual Budget to the

NDPIII aimed at enrenching the implementation of National Development Plan objectives in the

annual budget.

In llne with the above legal requirement an assessment was conducted that revealcd that ovcrall at

macroeconomic level the annual budget for FY 2022123 was only 66% compliant with the NDPIII

compared to 75% tn FY 2021122.

The averagc compliancc for all programmes stood at 64.?0/o compliant to the NDPIII for the FY

2022/23 an improvanent from 59.9% in the first year of NDPIII and the NBFP ft 2023/24

rccorded attainm ent of 660/o.

Specifically for the Digital transformation Programme, it was scored on assessment of 62.8%

falling bclow the overall avcragc for all the programmes assessment that resulted into the catcgory

of moderately satishctory and compliancc of the Drgital transformation at thc NBFP for FY

2023124. tumed out to be only 50% which is moderately satisfactorily.

33 Gender end Equity Compllence

In accordance with Section 13 (l 1) (e) (t) & (4 of the Public Finance Managem€nt Act (2015), the

Ministcr responsiblc for Finance, Planmng and Economic Development in consultation with Equal

Opportunities Commissions (EOC). is suppoed to issue a certificate:

a) CcrtiSing that the Budget is geirder and cquity responsive. and

b) Specifying measures taken to cqualize opportunities for mer\

women, persons with disabilrties and other margrnalized groups.

In fulfillment of the requirement undcr Section 13 (l I ) (e) (r) and (ii) of the

Public Finance Maragemcnt Act, 2015, the Draft Budget Estimates of
Rcvenue and Expenditure for the Financral 2023/2024 wrre assessed in order to:

i) Establish the o(tent to which Programs have actually allocarcd funds to gender and equity

responsive interventrons;

ii. Ascertain the elrtent to whrch respcctive Vote objectives focus on inclusive growth as provided

for in the Third National Developm€,nt Plan. (NDPIID.
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ii) Examine the levcl of compliancc of Votes with Geirder and Equity requiremc,nts u&en reporting

on past performances and their medium-term commitmentsi

Ovcrall, the gcnder and equity compliance ofthe Budgct for FY 2023 /2024 stands at 67%, graded

as good performance by the EOC, and an improvement Aom 65.2o/o irl^FY 2022 12021.

According to the results of the assessment both votes were qualificd to attain the certificate of

gender and cquity compliance albeit at a dcclining rcnd

The Committee recommends that rte Digial Transformation Programme entities;

i. Extend broadband ICT inlrastructure coverage countrywide in parnership with the private

sector and all Goverrrment entities and also implement last mib connectivity a key areas

@istrics, sub counties, schoob, hospuals, post olfrces, tourism sites, police, and LGs)

ii. Deplws Wi-Fi hotspots to cover the fifry (50) sites across the country.

iii. Cottduct snlceholder avureness umpaigns to incruse awareness and enhancement on

Gender Equality.

3.4 Environmentalicrues

The Digital Transformation Programme €ntities have cnhanced efforts in the; Implemcntation of

the E-waste Managernent Policy; Continuously srpported the developm.ent and adoption of
tcchnologies that save energy, recycle e-waste and minimize emission of gree,nhouse gases;

Promotcd thc use of non-eirvironmental destnrctive mahods; Ensurcd eirvironmental conservation

and preservation.

The Commiltee recommends rtaC

,. The Ministry of ICT& National Guidance manages grievance redress mechanism for all

NITA-U and privao secar ICT infrastructure implemenation projeca.

The Ministry of ICT& National Guidance conduc* stakeholder engagemeilts focus@ on

enwronmeatal issues-

,r.

4.0 OVERVIEW OF NATIONAL BUDGET RESOURCE ENVELOP FY 2023124

Thc preliminary Budget resources envelopc for the FY 2023/24 is UGX. 50,871bn up from UGX

48, 1 30.7bn of the FY 2022123 hence an increment ofUCX 2,740.3bn, thesc comprises oflocally

9
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raised tax revenue to be collected amounting to UGX. 28,922bn (5'lo/o) and, UGX. 11,341bn

externally mobilized for budget and project zupport (22%). On domestic bonowing UGX. 2,0l0bn

is planned to be raiscd while the diffcrent Governmcnt agencics are expected to raise NTR of

UCX.90.39bn and thc Local Covemmcnts will raisc AIA amounting to UGX 238.5bn.

The government has earmarked domestic refinancing or rolling over ofUGX. 8,358bn equivalent

to 16% of the toal budget. These are debts that the economy can't settle in the meantime hence

thc rollover.

Teble 1: Nedonel Budget Overvlew lor F1t2023124

$

tN 8mt: fppnorcd FY
Mtp Dr.ft

8frd
M'I

Vdre YN 'h
CDmg€r

(1t (2) (3t (r) (5) 6l
1 Domestic Resources 255503 28,92r.5 t370.7 13%

2 Pekoleum fund o%

3 Budqet support 2,6s,.2 2An.7 (137.s) -5%

4 Domestic Financrng
(BorrowinA)

5,007.9 2,ofi.6 (2,s7.3) -60%

5 Prolect support(ExEmal
financinq)

6,716.2 8,870.6 2,lil.4 32%

6 Domestic Refinancing (Roll
over)

8,008.0 83s8.0 350.0 4%

7 l.ocal Revenue for Loca]
Govemments

238.5 ?3i8.S 0%

8 Total Rerource. In flow 4E,1:yJ,.7 s0j7r.0 2,7{/J.,3 60h
9 Exhrnal Deb,t

Repaymm(Amortization)
2412.2 2,735.1 3?2.9 13%

10 horect support(Exbmal
financinq)

6,716.2 8,870.6 2,7v.4 32%

11 Domestic Refinancing (Roll
over)

8,008.0 8358.0 350.0 4%

72 Dom€shc Arrears 661.9 200.0 (451.9) -70%
13 AIA 238.5 238..5 o%

14 GoU MTEF t0p3.9 10,ffi.7 374.8 t%
15 lnterest Davment 4,691.9 sfrs.7 1303.8 28%
t6 Donrestic Debt Payment (BoU)

and Recapialization
u68.0 1,,158.0 o%

t7 GoU Diedetion l Resource6
(MTEF less intereat Devment)

E,&LO 23,005.0 (23E .Ol 4/o

Source MoFPED
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5.0 THE DIGITAL TRANSFORMATION PROGRAMME OVERVIEW

Thc Digital Transformation Programme brings togcthcr nine (9) Govcmmcnt Agencies

responsiblc for increasod ICT pcnctration and usage for social and economic transformation and

contributes to the NDP III objcctivc 2 which is to suengthen the private sector capacity to drive

economic growth and create jobs.

Digital Transformation Programme aims to increase ICT pcnctration and use of ICT serviccs

for social and economic development. The expected results rclate to: increased ICT

penetration; reducing cost ofICT devices and services; creating more directjobs in the sector;

and increasing government services online. The Programmc will be pursuing the follomng

strategies to conribute towards the NDP [[I: to promote ICT innovation, to enhance ICT skills

and vocational development, to promote developm€nt-oriented mind-set and to increase

government participation in strategic sectors.

6.0 VOTE 020: MIMSTRYOF ICT&NATIONAL GUIDANCE

6.1 Budget Performence

Table 2: MOICT Budget performrncc for the IImt Hrlf ot W 2022123

Vote Budget Performance FY 202tf23 (UCDLbn)

ffi#*6t,'1.1fr1:"ru :q
I ffi

6.n8 5.156 76.10%r* 6.778W l{r,tr'5" 53.7G 5t.709 2.82 a.%%

33.680 ttgE) u.o2%33.680

0.000fllr+ rc.rq^ 0.000

94,158 1L71n 15.19o/o94.158

94.168 uLND 45,9/o94.16E

39.200 113.738 113.73E 100.00%71.539

N7.9L8 tn6,tn 75,tlo/o16&n8
0.0000.(m

,1 ,^ l$.718 N7.9L8 l*JEn 75.23o/o

Llg

a:\T^-:!W.W:
EFIE

a4

il[]

EI

h-
b
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9(168 1L7!J9 45.C*h

Source: MOICT Pollcy Strtement .nd PBO computetion

u.

The vote's budget falls under two prograrnmes of Digital transformation and that of

Community mobilization and mindset change. Accordingly. dre digital transformation

accounted for 85% of the resources while community mobilization was 15olo.

The Budga pcrformance as at the end of first halfofthe FY. notably under prcgrunmc

of digital transformation. sub-programme of enabling ICT environmcnt devclopmcnt

regulation that had an allocation of UGX. 12.579br\ for the period under review only

UGX. l.l64bn was releascd to the vote of which only UGX. 0.67lbn cquivalcnt to

5.5% was spent.

While the sub-programme of cffective communication and national guidance undcr the

community mobilization and mind change had an approved budget of UGX. 24.765bn

for the pcnod under review only UGX. 5.l85bn had bcen releascd to the vote of which

UGX. 4.769bn was spcnt posting an absorption capacity of 19.3% of the budga.

On the other hand, the wage compon€nt performed to targct rcgistcring 760/o btdget

release and absorption of 92o/o and this hlls undcr thc srb-programme of policy,

planning and support services which also accounted for 80% of the vote's budget.

The dcvelopment budget underperformed tluith 44o/o of the budget resources released

of the target. The budget's underperformance implies no servicc provision to the

lll.

lv.

population for the various programme objectives.

Teble 3: Budget Performence by Deprrt mefi Flt 2022123 (UG)Cbn)
Itt

9tL16t 392m

\(

.gE*t ,'f',f,.alottt '
fin!...hHffd," {1i*r

Communication and Inlormation
Dissemination

21.m 10.ri9 u.4%

National Guidance 1.t[85 0.474 31.9%

Daa Network Engineetrng 0.427 0.295 69.2%

E Services 0.515 0.282 .8%

ICT Infr astructure Development 0373 0.219 58.7%

Research & Development 71.24 2.712 24.1%

L2



Finance & Administration 136.a)1 127.394 E3.7%

Retooling koiect (GoU Der/$ 33.580 14.829 u.0%

Grand Total Vote Budget ,$?.91t t56.{tt 75.1o/o

As can be noted in the table above, dcspitc National Guidancc having the least allocation it also

performed the poor€st. This has been attributed to lack ofa functional structure to populate staff

so as to absorb the allocated wages.

The committee strongly recommends that lhe Ministry makes the necessary provisions for rte

functioning of the direcnrate of National Guidance with iu full snrcnre for the country and rte

population to get better guidance at personal and on rutional developmenl.

Table 4: Anelysic of the Budget Cute FY 204f2l AND FY2023/24

The commiftec noted with concern the drastic hll in the budga allocation to thc Ministry and yet

in the shategic priorities it's listed among the key drivers of the economy to full recovery. The

allocation cannot support the much needod infrastnrctrre development and maint€nance to spur

ICT penetration and usage for the privatc scctor to dcepcn the application of [CT.

Ihe Committee accordingly recommends that Govemmant t/g,lks rte nk by allocating suficient

funds to lhe prioritized prograns in its budget allocations.

s

6.778 6477 10.099

51.709 o.731 5.9n

3r.680 1.081 32.r99

0.000 0.000 0.0m

91.158 55.58!) fi,4n
91158 ss.58!) *{n
74.sil 51.489 B.W

16t.?LE ru,.178 61.st

!x.16t 55.6t!' y.179

./n
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6.2 Key Achlevcmcntc by the Ministry

Key among the achievcrnents highlighted by the Mirustry are;

ll

Extension of the National Backbone Infrastuchrre counrywide under the las mile

Connectrvrty, a total ofthirty MDAs and DLGs and target uscr sites had bcen connected

to the NBI. This particular program is cross cutting with fte bulky of the works being

undenaken by NITA-U.

Continued to facilitate innovators and innovation hubs with grants under the Natronal

ICT Initiativcs Support Programmc-MlSP.

The Ministry reportcd thc final tansfer of all assets and liabilities of the old UTL to

the new Uganda Telecommunications Corporation Limitod where all digital

infraslruc'tures is going to b€ managed

As an emerging pohcy in order to mainstream the ICT Cadres across Government, the

Schemes of Service and Norms of tCT cadres across govcrnmcnt havc been &afled

lll

lv

6.3 Key Challenges during Budgct erecutlon

The challenges in the execution o f the 2022/23 budget were; -

ll

Insufficicnt/Inadequate releases of funds during Ql and Q2 that left critical activities

not undcrtaken. Casc in point was UBC where: Acquisition ofcritical broadcasting and

communication equlpment for Television and Radio stations was affected.

Delayed payment of staff salaries fiom the internally gen€rated rcvenue at the

Corporation.

Non-payment of Satellite charges and fees to Intelsat due to reduced performance of

intcrnally Generated revenue by the Corporation.

Inzufficient funds to maintain feeder roads to transmission sites across the country.

Inadaquae sudm 6r IJICT

Human resourcc and skills to ddiver on tre Stategic Pladl{ft,$Er plan.

lll.

lv.

vi.

vii.

viii.

l(
Under capital ization

Dynamic technological Environment

t4
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Costly Universal Service Obligation

Delay in the implementation of the National Addrcssing and Postcode projcct

Debt from Government owned Operators

Transition of Broadcasters to the new licensing framework

Pos COMD-l9 Economic recovery has been slow

Unforcsecn budget cuts have the potertial to impact the execution ofplanned adivities

and the delivery of serviccs.

6.4 MOICT&NG proposed Budgct for thc W 2023124

Trble 5: Votc 020 MOICT&NG Proposcd Budget Allocrtiot lor FY 20231i24

I,(

x.

xi.

xii.

xtll.

xiv.

B@EttEm
Apploved
6tMlB

IIDTP
l@o..b Fff

,fi12t
Dr.ftE&&.

wMl2,
YIf Chogr.h
Ft,,Dat2/l!,c

*>oB

%lcft.t
&zt
MTA

(1) (2) (3) (1) (s) (6)

Toal
Recurre-nt

60.49 to.Tz 38.0 -17% 79%

Wage 678 6_73 -7% 74%

Non-Wage 51.71 n.49 3r.2 42% 55%

2t%Total
Development

&t.68 19.55 10.3 49%

Dvt GoU &t.68 19.55 10.3 49% 2t%

External
Support

0% 0%

GoU 94.r7 49.76 48.3 49% 100%

MTEF(GoU+E
xt Fm)

94.17 49.76 48.3 49% 100%

Arrears o% 0%

A.I.A Total o% 0%

19h twhGrand Total v.t7 19.76 {8.3

+r
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Sourcc MOICT Ministeriel policy strtemetrt tr"Y 2023124

(i) The budget allocation to the Mrmstry has fallen by almost half x 49o/o from the FY

2022123 allocations without arrears. In absolute terms a sum of UGX. 48.3bn has been

provided compared to the current budget of UGX. 94. 17bn without arrcars.

(iD The above rcductions arc attributcd to dcclines in the non-wage recurrent at 42olo and

development budget at 69% of theh current allocations.

(iii) [n terms of programme funding the Digital tansformation will account for 92olo of the

vote's allocation while community mobilization and mind change will have 8% of the

allocation down from the l5olo allocation it had in the FY 202423.

(iv) Whereas the Ministry has a rccruitmcnt plan to cost UGX. 771.8 million. its wage

provision has not attracted any increment. This will call for supplementary cxpcnditure

during the coursc of budget implementation

(v) The Ministy has no provision for AIA and ya UCC, UBC and the others generate own

resources and spcnd as per Section 29 (3) (a) of PFMA. Thcse resources constitute

public resources and ought to be appropriatcd by Parliament to be raained.

65 Kcy poltcy end prognms to be undertekcn by the vote

ll

Development of PDMIS system

Under cnabling environment for ICT Development and Regulation, the vote intcnds

o carry out GIS addressing and postcode databas€ dcveloped. This rs only planned

to cover Kampala at a cost of UGX 897M

The Ministry has planned to invest at least UGX 5.1Bn for Public and Private

institutions supportd to review, re-engineer their processes, automate and deliver

scrvices online

16
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6.6 Budget Performence of other egenciet under Vote 020

5.6.1 UGAITDA BROADCASTINGCORFORATION

Teble 6: Helf Year Budget Performence FV 202212023

The Corporation has an approved budget of UGX. 34.04?bn for the FY 2022123; ofwhich" only

UGX. 3.473bn has been receivod from the Government of Uganda subvention and UGX 2.667bn

has been realized from internally generat€d revenue for thc last two quarters. Thesc funds wcrc

approved under the Digital Transformation Programme for the FY 2022121to help the corporation

to achieve its mandate of becoming a sustainable national public broadcaster.

The Corporation was thus not in position to implement any activitics in thc Development work

plan, including upgrading and rcplacing outdatcd and obsolae transmission €quipment at the

Kololo transmission site which has greatly affected the operations ofthe corporation especially thc

delivery of Digital signal ransmission counrywide.

Table 7: Budget E6timat6 for LrBC FY 202921:
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6.52 UGAI\IIIA COMMUMCATIONS COMMT'NICATION

Teble 8: Budget Performence f,"Y 2021/22,2022123 rnd Budget esdmrtes2023n4l

DETNT.s

MVz 2Q2l2t N2W
APPROV
EDI
REVISED
BT.IDGET
(uGx
BN)

END OF
YEAR
PEnIOMA
NCE
(ucx BN)

APPROVE
Dl
REYISED
BUDGET
(ucx BN)

HALF YEAR
PERFOMA
NCE
(ucx BN)

PROPOSE
D
BUDGET
(ucx BN)

REI'EI\TUE REVENUE t .6t I 16E.1 6?.4, 2r,i9

RECTJRRE

NT

WAGES 42.47 3535 4213 18.62 4535

NON.WAGE 35.75 3450 34.11 13.14 ,14.q)

DEVETOP
IVIENT

CAPITAL
EXPENDMURE &
UCUSAF SUESIDIES

4t 02 b.n 60 519 59:78

REMITTANCE TO
CONSOLIDATE FI,JND

4t 42 45.51 3E.& 05E la.66

REIUTMANCE TO
MOICT&NG 6.50 5.97 5.59 2.79 6.79

REMTMANCE TO UICT 2.il 2St 215 r.08 267
GRAND
TOTAL t71.6t t1716 16E.1 tl.{ 2Ct7.69

The Budga of UCC is cntirely funded from levies on the op€rators of the mcdia (radrbs stations,

Mobile phone op€rators, Television operators and online platforms and this is supposed to be

scrutinized for the guidancc of the entity on its priorities.

7.0 VOTE 126.NATIONALINFORMATIONTECHNOLOGIES AI.}THORITY

UGANDA(NrTA-[r)

The Mission ofthe Authority is to create a technical and rcgulatory environment for delivery of

c
reliable and secure e-scrvices.
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It's Strategic Objectives include; Provision of high quality information technology services to

Government; and promotion of access to and utilization of information rcchnology by all groups

7.1 Budget performence for the fuct Hllf otFY 2022D3

(i) The approved annual budget for F\2022123 is UGX 56.295b1n of ufiich GOU was

UGX. 46.289bn equivalent to 83% of the vote's budget while extemal financing was

UGX 3.687. During the first half of thc yar,43o/o of the total approvcd budga was

rcleased and 82olo ofthe release was spent.

(ii) To note wage despite receiving its full targa of the fust half of the FY, only 76% was

spent implying th€re w€re staff planned for but not recruited during the period under

revlew

(iii)The recurent budga towards non-wage or operational funds ofthe entity realised only

2870 of the target this cripples the functioning and operations of the votc as they could

do liftle to achieve with less funds especially to frcilitate the running of the different

programs including dcvelopmeirt undertakings.

Teble 9: Budget performrnce for the furt Helf of tr"Y 2022123 (UGX.bn)

(3) (4) (s) (6)(1) (2)

Wage 11.211 5.605 4.252 s0% 76%

8.246 2A% 95%Non - Wage 29.80 E.8()

41.013 14.u6 L2.5m 35% o%Total R€current

GoU Devt 5.n5 1.?fi 1.136 3t% 65%

50% o%E*crnal Financing 3.67 1.843

Totel (Gou) 6.289 16.205 13.656 35% u%

6328 6.318 6.305 100% 100%Domestic Arrears

Grend Total %.83 24.%7 79.962 43% E2% ,

Source 2023 and PBO Computedon
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7.2 Key achievements registered by the vote

The vote registcred the following milestones during the period under rcview,

i. A total of twenty-nine (29) additional MDA/DLG and target user sites were connected

to the NBI bringing the total number of sites connected to thirty (30) MDA/LG sitcs by

the end ofthe quarter.

ii. By the end of Q2 additional twenty-eight (28) applications had been hosted at the

National Data Centre (NDC) bringing thc cumulative number of applications and

MDAs hostcd to forty-four (zt4) from ninety-nine (99) entrties rcspectively for the half

year period.

3. By the end ofQ2, scrvice uptime on thc NBI was recorded at 99.87o.

iii. By thc end of Q2, twenty-five (25) entities had been on-boardcd onto thc UgHub

platform bringrng the cumulative number of entities integrated and

using services on the platform to thirty-three (33) entities on-boardod during the firs
half of the FY.

iv. By the end of the Q2 period, NITA-U had developed six 16) additional Local

Govemm€nt website making a total of swen (7) websites develo@

during the half year.

v. Sixty scven awareness engagements were conducted in the public and private sector to

promote awareness on the Data Protection and Privacy Act.

Teble 10: Vote 126 NITAU Proposed Budget Alloc.don torFY 2023t24

,\d(

Budgct ilrm
App,rovcd FY

Mlts
NEFP kopoc.li FY

t!2a
Drrft

Ednrt.
Flz;BtzA

YZYChilgc.ln
F]t,Utt2' v,

q,rl2g
9o Budgrt Sherc

NDIA
(1) (2) (3) ({) (s) (6)

Total Recunent 41.013 46.% 45.414 lt% 32%

Wage 17.277 11.211 11.211 0% 8%

Non-Wage 29.802 35.649 34.28 t5% 24%
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4.538 t4% 3%Dvt GoU 5.n6 4.785

3.688 79.81E 91.538 23a% 65%Extemal
Support

35%GoU 49.9n 51.645 49.933 -2%

1&l% 100%MTEF(GoU+Ext
Fin)

49.En 131.343 141.49

Arrears 5.318 0% 0%

o%A.I A Total 0%

131.4dt 141.$9 l32o/o 7tr/oGrend Totd fi,xfi

Total
Development

8.9e 84.6ffi 96.W 9n% 68%

SourceMTAU MPS 2023 and PBO Computations

(i) The vote's proposed budga allocation is projected to inqeas€ from thc UGX.49.97bn

approved for FY 2022123 !o UOX.l4l .46bnnFY2023124 rqresenting an overall incr€ase

of 183%. The increase m the vote's funding is atributcd to a more than two folds increase

in cxternal financing for the project component under the vote budga.

(ii) On thc Other hand, the non-wage component of th€ vote will increasc by a modest l5%,

however this is on the backdrop rn the allocation at NBFP that stood at UGX. 35.649bn to

UGX. 34bn in the budget estimates.

(iii) The vote has prepared a recruitment plan to recnrit 14 ncw staff at an additional annual

budget requirement of UGX. l.l04bn, however as it may be noted from thc proposed

budget there are no provisions in the new budget for the increase in funding

(iv) As noted in (i) above the bulky of the votc's budget will go towards capital investrnent

undcr cxternal financing from the loan procured for the o<tension ofthe NBI under the last

mile connectivity to public institutions including administrative unitg hospitals and

schools. Under the same initianve the vote intends to upgrade the National Data c€ntcr.

tr 2l



7 3 Vote's key priorrty lrcls for FY 2023124 nd the Medium Tcrm

In ordcr to achieve th€ digital transformation vision, NITA-U will focus on the following;

ll

Extension of the NBI (Connccting MDAq LGs and Priority User Groups) Last mile

connectivity and missing links;

Integration of ICT Systems and promotion of e-Covernment (eGP. Systems Intcgration,

e-Paymcnt Gatcway, UMCS, IT seryice deslq and e-Services portal);

Dclivery of services (lnterne! leased lines, IFMS and Data cente) to facilitate affordable

access to e-Services:

Certification of Information Technology (IT) services, Institutions and Profcssionals;

Crcation ofan enabling Environmcnt through development and awareness creation of the

adsting IT lawg rcgulations and policies;

Conduct research in key priority [T areas;

Fosler innovation through the creation of partnership and provision of support to

innovation hubd centers;

Enhancement of Capacity building to bridge the skills gap in [T across Government; and

Secure i nfrastrrcturc and services.

lrl.

tv.
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vlr.
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8.0 MATTERS INCIDENTAL TO BUDGET PERFORMANCE

t.l Arrearc

t. I .1 Uganda Broadcasting Corporation

The Corporation has outstanding obligations to the Tune of UGX 8? Billion as reflectcd in the

table below;

Table 11: List of UBC Arrelrs

/

*(

lmmCnlPffiItI AI'OUNT

Iagal Corrpelsation- Claims r9tr,0,15n

#ffr
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lrqftTITH,E!rcllPTrtt

6Av2,r.'yJ.;713National Social Security Funds

Umeme Power Bills (All3iB) 7,0B1,012,M

3r(B,800,000Intelsat Sahllite cerrrices

n526,mNational Information Technology Authority

9t,919,t42,/t$GRANDTOTAL

8.2 ICT Conrnmption items

ICT expenditure across the Government MDAs continues to be procurcd, maintainod and charged

by the different vote levels whercas Govenrment has prioritized the use of e-services under the e-

gov€rnanc€. The Budget iterns consumed on ICT related services have not tsanslated into thc

desired savings given thc investment and slrategic direction in revolutionizing the digitalization of

the economy.

Teble 12: Shom the direct expenditure on those ltems for thc lrst thrce F fg

I
t\

Flr2frz,lBCODE Item t:Im4t21 m*4n
71,203,428 v3,?9,127221m7 Advertising %,%1,490

167,453,W221008 Compuer Supplies and IT t*,776f94 182"830,581

u2,n85A 7?3,M6,m9227011

Printng Stationery and

Photocopymg 2E3,705,12t

t7Atr,87 37,232,73 8\O5A,24Oxx2frut ICT commumcahon

2,510,Ctg Lffi,2% 3,078870222N2 Pootage and Courier setwices

222N3 ICT Supplies 7E,272,67 ?5,414,54
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Total Budget(Ihouaanda) 6A93W,srt 44(nO,ir6lt67 ,al3(),676,UR

Iffir Budget % of the total Budget 1.38% t.t6% t%

Totd item BudSet (Ihousandr) 625"858145 512,218,185 fi9,ftL145

The Committee recommenh that ICT budget ilems be recentrali*d and given prominence in

acquisition, mainle ane and disposal through the appropriate government agency that is ICT

dominated.

9.0 OBSERVATIONSAND RECOMMENDATIONS

9.1 VOTE 020: MIMSTRY OF ICT& NATIONAL ct IDANCE

9.1.1 Gross undcrfunding of the Digital Transformation Programme

Whereas the digital transformation programme is one of thc thrce key priority areas of focus for

gov€rnment under the NDP III and is fundamental in the realization of cconomic and socral

transformation in improving service delivery, cr€ating oppornrnities for youth employment and

strengthening domcstic rcvenug it rcmains grossly underfunded. This is worsened with the

subjcction of the meager allocation givcn to the Ministry to budget cuts leaving the ICT sector

with literally no resources to undertake activities under thc programme.

The Committee also notes and docries the hilure by the MoFPED !o rclease funds appropriated

by Parliament for the F"{2022/23 for the programmc which has further affected the already poor

pcrformancc of the sector.

For the FY 2023124, the Ministry of tCT& National Guidancc has indicated a shorthll of UGX.

4.92bn in the most cntical areas of Digital Transformation Programme. This dcficit relates to

operational cost under financc and administratron (UCX. 0.62bn), e-goveNrmcnt systems (funds

to innovators) (UGX. 2.8bn), cenralized media buyng services (UCX 1.0bn) and other

contractual obli gations.

C ommifr e e Recomm en da tion
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The Committee recommends that Gover rient allocates UGX 4.920bn ta the Ministry of ICT&

National Guidance to boost the Digiul Transformation Programme.

9.1.2 Funding grp in the Dtectorate of lnformedon Dlssemiretion rnd Nrtionrl

Guidence

The Minislry of ICT& National Guidance is responsible for; providing professional media and

communication serviccs to all goveiment d€partnents; foster a communication environment

betwcen govanment and the media; and to intcgrate thc inrcrnational markaing of Uganda into

the broader communication stateB/ of governme,nl all of which require adequatc funding. For the

FY 2023124,the Ministry intends to e,nhance effective mobihzation of families, communities and

citizens for national development through various campaigns. Unfortunately, the Non-wage

recurcnt budga of the Direc'torate of Information Dissernination and National Guidancc under

Community Mobilizatron and Mindset Programmc was not allocated any rcsources. Further, the

wage for thc Directorate was also under funded. The Ministry thcreforc rcquires UGX 23.7'lba

under its Non-wage recureirt budget for F{ 202312024.

Co mmit te e Re c o m me nd a tio n

The Commiuee recommends that Govemment allocates UGX. 23.77bn ta rte Directorute of
Information Dissemination and National Guidane for the FY 202j/24.

9.2 UGANDABROADCASTINGCORP'ORATION

9.2.1 Erhrncement of Flnanchl epproprledons to IIBC

Uganda Broadcasting Corporation intends to expand the Digital Terrestrial Television and Radio

Broadcasting networkl Digitize. archive and commercialize Local Content and data by acquiring

oquipment for additional Digital Tcrrestrial Transmission (DTT), upgrade the existing Television

and Radio tsansmission $tes to ensure redundancy, establish regional tclevision channels, build

additional four television and seven radio snrdios, establish archiving systems and Digital

repository infrastnrctural for MDAs and LGs, and establishment of a regional centre to get

additional information and requires UGX. 66.6bn for this expansion and improvement of the

)network.
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Relatedly, the need to enhance financial releases to UBC was stated by H.E the Presrdent rn a letter

to the Minister of Finance Planning and economic Development on 126 April, 2021 where he had

directed that UBC is allocatcd UGX. 30bn annually, and a follow-up 0o this on 6n March 2023 to

the Rt. Hon. Prime Mrnister-

The Cornmittee also obscrvcd that UGX. 9.0bn was appropriatcd fq FY 2022/23 for the purpose

of installing thc DTH, and renovation and reequipping the mastcr control ccntrc in Kololo for the

free to air signal disuibution but has since not becn releas€d by the Ministry of Finance. Planning

and Economic Development. This has resultcd into Ugandans bcing subjectcd to an indirect

televrsion tax by the private carriers for the FTA channels.

C o m mi fr ee Re c o mme nd a tio n

The Commitbe recommends that;

UGX. 9.0bn be immediaulv released during the Ft 2022/23 a UBC (for the restticted

ue of SIGNET) for the implementation of DTH.

UGX. 30bn is provided for in the FY 2023/24 u UBC to enable it tmprove and expand its

sert'ices to the Courrlrv so as to enhance the performance ofthe national broadcaster.

92.2 Wege Increment of UGX. 6.523bn rnnuelly

In thc FY 2018119, Uganda Broadcasting Corporation started receiving a wage budge of UGX.

3.788bn from the MoFPED as payrnent for part of the saff. The funds wcre included in the MTEF

of the Minisrry and continue to be paid to date. In the same year. the Corporation receivcd a

recurrent budgct of UGX 12.000bn for its MTEF. This was to bc received as a zubvention from

thc MoICT&NG to UBC to cover the rernaining part ofthe wage, and other recurrent expenditures.

That was untrl FY 2022123 when the rcleases to the corporation rcducod. The reduc{ion in the wage

releases to the corporation has in effect led to inability to pay wage to the stafr, with a resolution

of wage paymcnts usrng intcrnally generatcd rcvenue (NTR), a source that is unreliable for such a

crucial item that has also affected opcrational funds of the Corporation. As such, the staff paid

from the Corporation barely receive their salaries in time due to the unhmely collections of the

intanally geirerated firnds.

ll.

26 s
u



The Corporation thcrcfore, requests that UGX 6.523bn bc provided for in the FY 2023124 and the

MTEF as wagc for UBC, and if possible, bc paid through the MoICT&NG to enable timcly

payment of the Co,rporation staff salaries and the associated benefits.

C o mmi ae e Re c o mmend a tio n

The Committee recommends that Government ertances ihe wage btll for UBC by UGX. 6.52ibn

fron FY 202 j/24. This payment, the Committee further recommends be paid through the Ministry

of ICT& National Guidance.

9.23 Provlsion of e Votc Code

The Uganda Broadcasting Corporation is a National Broadcaster fully owned by thc Government

of the Republic of Uganda with a mandatc to inform, educate, and entertain thc population on

matters of National importance, opaating as a subvcntion under the Ministry of Informatiorl

Comm',nication Technolory and national Gui&nce.

Efforts to have UBC allocated a Vote Code trace back to 16rh June 2020 a a lettcr from the

Ministy of ICT& National Guidance to the PS/ST on th€ nc€d to providc UBC with a Vote Code.

a letter of wen subj ect was written on 20e Fcbruary 2023 for a Vote code, which was unfortrnarcly

rejectod by the PS/ST.

The Committee is however of the considercd opinion that availing a Vote code to thc Corporation

will allow ease of resource mobilization and acquisition, recognition by the Minisry of Finance

Planning and Economic Developm€ng the Parliam€nt ofUganda" and propcr identification during

planning, budgaing and budg€t execution and therefore partly address the challenge of poor

performance. Having a Vote code will enable UBC to be self-accounting enable efficient

utilization of resources, and ensure consiste,ncy of funding from thc Government, as well as

impleinart devclopment projccts with development partners.

C o mm it te e Re co mmend a t io n

The CommitAe recommends that Uganda Broadcasting Corporation is provided a Vou codefrom

FY 202i/24 to enhance performance and productivity.

6
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9.2A M.nrgement of the Debt at IJBC

Uganda Broadcasting Corporation has ovcr the years accrued a debt that currently stands at

UGX. 8 ?bn /as rz dicated on Table I I : Arrears at UBC) . This has affeded operations and

consequently service delivery at thc Corporation. Thc liability arises from tax arrears to URA

and pcnalties there-of staff savings unrcmitted to NSSF with attendant penalties and utility bills

from UMEME and National Water and Sewerage Corporatioq which debts are carricd forward

including those from the old entity- Radio Uganda./ Uganda Telwision.

It should also be appreciated that UBC has not been allocated funds to oov€r these obligations.

the Comrnittee therefore recommends as follows;

,t

The tax arrears UBC owes to URA and the penahies there-ot should be ascquined and

wrifreil ofr.

The penalties NSSF imposed on UBC should be ascertained and written off.

Government should take over the remaining WC debts, and work out schedules and

timeframes of payment of oustanding liabilities as is indicated in H.E, the President's

kuer n rte Rt Hon. Pime Minister and lzader of Government Business in Parliament

in a letter dated 6h March 2023 on rte Issues at IJganda Broadcasting Corporatio .

,rt

93 UGAIIDACOMMTJMCATIONSCOMMISSION

93.1 Ertablichment of the Commudcedons trlbund
The Communications Act 2013 envrsaged the necd for a ribunal to mcdiate

betwcen the market regulator and the licensees. This has however not been operationalized, ufiich

is against so many efforts to implement the tribunal including a Prcsidential drectrve in FY 2016.

The delay in establishing 156 6i[nnal has limited the ability of thc aggncved citizcnq the media,

and telecom service providers to e:qeditiously contest some of UCC's and the Mnistry of ICT&

National Guidance pronouncements, as the tnbunal would play an important role of
tclccommunication policy and regulation, and would enhance the introduction ofnew services and

infrastnrcture.

C o mmi tt e e Re c o mme nd a tio n
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The Committee recommends that Cabinet expedites and fast tracla the process of approval of the

communi caltons tibuna l.

93.2 Levy on Gross Annuel Revcnucs of Licenced OPerrtoru

Undcr Section 68 of thc Uganda Communications Act, 2013, the Commission may charge a levy

on the gross annual revenues ofliccnsed operators, which forms part of its funding majorly for the

purpose ofextending the Communications to rural and hard !o rcach areas.

This revenue is shared between information communication technology dwelopment and rural

communication. The Committec observes that UCC collcc.ts 2% of the gross annual revenue, 50olo

of which is always remitted to thc consolidated fund

The Committee notcs with concern that the resources remitted to the consolidated fund from the

ICT opcrators are not directly ploughed back to facilitate ICT development but rather form part of

the total national resource envclop yet the ICT sector whrch is grossly underfunded has arcas undcr

the programme that requirc funding.

Co mmit te e Rec o m m e nd a tion

The Committee recommends that the lery collected by UCC in this regard be earmarkd and rmg

fenced lor purposes of ICT development and rural communication as provided for in the Uganda

Communicatons AcL

933 Cost of Internet

The cost of inrcrnct to thc public sector has reducod over the yearg as a rezult ofthe ext€nsion of

the National Backbonc lnfrastructure across the country.

While cost of internet supplied by NITA-U to Gov€rnm€nt is USD 70 pcr mbpg this is still viewed

as expcnsive in rclation to the private internet connectivity providcrs. The Commitrce was

informed that the cost of int€rnet would reducc to USD 35 in the FY2023124.

Co m mi tu e Re c o mmend a tio n

The Committee recommends that;

i The Ministry of ICT& National Gddance through the UCC should put in place Guidelines

to operationalize the Nalional Broadband Polrcy to ensure infrastrtcrure sharing

especially among the Intenet Service Providers in both the pivate and publrc sector.

ii There should be deliberate inter-programme coordination between digital information and

the energt development program e to ensure that electricity is extended to most of the

7E-
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areas of the counlry as a memure lo address the lack of access to electricity in some areas

of the Country that has spiked the cost ofinternet.

9A UGAI\DA FOSTS LIMTTED

9.4.L Estrblilhment rnd Operadonalfuetion of the Servlcc Centre Ugende

Cabinet inthe FY 2019/20 approvcd the creation ofa multi-agency pmgramme called the "Service

Cenre Uganda" as a mechanism of forging on excellence in customer service, which revolves

around improving transparency, efficiency and integrity, thus an important step in enhancing

accessibility and nondircrimination of public services.

Uganda Posts Limited was earmarked to implement the cstablishment and operationalization of

the service centres due to its stategic location in over eighty (80) districts across the Country over

a four (4) /ear period beginning with FY 2020/21.

The project was valued at UGX. 23.679bm. and funding was to be ryread over the four (4) year

pcriod of estabhshment and implementation, thus clustered as follows: UGX. 7.240b,n in Year 1,

and UGX. 5.4?9bn in the subsequeirt three (3) years. The funds were for; the devclopment ofthc

Postal Policy; conducung a study on the viability of Community (last mile) Postal Nctworks; and

support the deplolm.cnt of e-seruices through service centers and the postal network. To date

however, thrs project has not commenccd due to lack of funding. This has affeaod what would

have been seamless access to public services and revenue gencration to Governmcnt.

Co mmittee Recommenda ti on

The Committee recommends that Uganda Posa Limited is allocated UGX. 7.240bn for the FY

2023/24 to roll out the establishment and operationalization of the Serttice Cenoe Uganda, and

also commitment be made by MoFPED to further fund the subsequent three years of this

intentention.

I
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9.5 UGANDA INSTITUTE OF INFORJVIATION COMMUMCATION

TECHNOLOGY

g.S.L Opcradonelizrdon of the cpecidlzcd centre for ercellence

The Ministry of ICT& National Guidance togaher with the Ministry of Education and Sports

(MoES) are jointly setting up a specializ€d training infrastmcture with thc objective of facilitating

improved teaching and learning for espccially Sciencg Technolory, Engincering, Mathernatics

and Innovation (STEMI) subjccts at UICT with a specialized regional haining centre and

infraslructure to bc accessed and used by other institutions and stakeholders. This specializcd

naining infrastmcture facilitates the teaching, leaming and asscssment of STEMI subjccts using

Fourth Industrial Rcvolution Technologies (4IR) specifically Augmented. Virtual and Mixcd

Reality. The financing ofthe budget is proposed to be through a grant and countcr-part funding.

The MoICT & NG and MoES have identified EON INC an intdnatronal corporation a world leader

in Virtual Rcalig OR) - and Augrnented Reality (AR)-based Knowledge Transfer in Education

and Indusrry to provide funding through a Grant Guarantee Program (GGP).This will howevcr

require the Govemmcnt to count€r fund to a tune of UGX. 6.60bn for the grant to be rcleasod.

C o mmi ne e Re c omme nda tio n

The Cornmittee recommends rtat UGX. 6.60bn is allocated to UICT for thefull operationalbation

ofa specialized cenffe for excellence.

9.5.2 Enhrnccment of infrrstructure cepeclty for ICT rldlls Development

UICT sccks to dwelop ICT centres of excellence and vocational institutions by commissioning

specialized ICT training infrastmcnre. This will e,rhance the infrastructure capacity ofthe institute

to support specialized tCT training tCT labs upgrade, enhance the infraslructure capacity ofthe

institute to support specialized ICT naining equipping of lecture rooms with smart technolog/,

supporting cstablishment of basic environmcnt/readiness for commcrcialization of research and

tcachingAcarning. They also seek to address the human rcsource and skills gap which presently is-

at70%o to deliver on the Srarcgic Plan/ Master plan. Specifically, the institution plans to upgrade

one (1) ICT laboratory, set up a lecture room(s) equipped with smart technology, and one (1)

indigenous knowl

lntervention.

edge product commercialized. UICT requires UGX. 2.0bn for the abovc
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C o mmi ttee Re c omme nd a ti o n

The Committee recommends that Govemment allocates UGX. 2.0bn tovtnrds ICT sklls

deve lopment and initiatives.

9.6 VOTE 126: NATIONAL INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY AUTHORITY

9.6.f Operedonrlizedon of the Data Protecdon Office

Due to the COMD - I 9 pandemic, services that used to be provided through traditional means have

sincc gone onling and this also oomes with the requirement or the need to strengthcn Data

Prorcction and Privacy for service provided through public and private domains to prevart

potential loss or misuse ofdata during online hansactions.

Therefore, there is need to fully operationalize the Personal Data hotection Omce b ensure issues

related to Data Protection and Privacy are handled to mitigte potential loss ofpersonal data as a

,"ru11 6f taking these serviccs online.

Under the Act, MTA-U is required to establish a Personal Data and Privacy Ofrce (pDpO) to

implement the Act. The operations of the Office commenced in this FY, however, there is need for

funds to cater for the operations of the Offrce and cover the Registration System, Mass awareness

campaigrq Development of toolkits and offrcc Tools. Presently, the offrce has only four (4) staff

out of the required thirty five 135) representing only l4o/o. NITA requires UGX 4.344bn to fully
operationalize the Data Protection Office.

Co mm itte e Re co mmend ation

The Committee recommends that uGX. 4.314bn is allocated to NITAlor the operatiorulization of
the Data Protection Oflice.

9.6.2 Enhrncement of the Nationd Dete Center

NITA-U is cunently hosting two hun&ed thirty eight (238) critical Government applications for

ninety nine (99) MDAs. The establishment of the National Data Centre and Disaster Recovery

(DR) sites was to consolidate all Government hosting requirements to eliminate the duplications

and wasr4ge of resources.

I
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The incteasing automation of Govcrnment s€rvices by the MDAs over the COVID-I9 pcriod and

post COVID-I9 pcriod, triggered an increase in demand for hosting services in the Nahonal Data

Cente and the Disaster Rccovery @R) site resulting into over utilization of Data Centrc resources

such as storage and compute.

Thcrefore, the provision of these rcsources will enable the enhancanent of the National Data

Centre and the Disaster Recovcry Site to host more Govcrnment applications and system. NITA-

U rcquires UGX. 12.0bn to enhancc thc National Data Cenrc.

Committee Reco mmendatiotts

The cor mittee recommends that;

UGX. l2.0bn is allocaud a NITA-U for the enhancement of the National Dan Centre.

Government should put in place a policy that ensures that MTA-U hoss all applkatiotts

and systems as opposed to cutent arrangement where MDAs build private data centes

and instead centralize application and systems management, with NITA-U in charge of all

these finances. This will cut costs in data management and recovery, and also etuure

adequate supenriston of this information,

t.

1r.

9.6.3 Provlslon of ICT rerviccr to rdditionel 700 sites connected

Governme,nt through the MOFPED has from FY20l6ll7, consolidated tCT to a tune of UGX.

I 5.287bn undcr NITA-U for the provieion of services to MDAq such as; Internet Bandwidth, Data

centers hosling services, and software licenses etc.

However, with an additional seven hundred (700) sites (MDA/LGs, Hospitals, schools, sports

stadiums and tertiary institutions) that are connected undcr thc last mile project, NITA-U will

require an additional consolidation of UGX.22.726bn to cater for service provrsion for these sitcs

connected to the National Data Transmission Backbone Infrasfructurc (NBI) and to also avoid tfe

accumulation ofarrears. \

Co mmit u e Re c o m m enda tio n

The Committee recommends that UGX. 22.726bn is allocaud a NITA-U for the provision

senices to additional seven hundred eighty one (700) sites connectd

T
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10. STJPPLYTABLE

Rt. Hon. Speaker, Hon. Members in light of the abov€, th€ Committce therefore recommends that

the House do adopt thc report and approves the budget estimates for the Ministries, Departments

and agencies under the Digital Transformation Programmc contained herein for the FY 2023/24

as follows below;

11. CONCLUSION

Rt. HorL Spea.ker and Hon. members. it is the Committee's humble prayer that the funding needs

for the Digital Transforrration Prograrnme are considered for appropriation as this will increase

ICT penefation and use of ICT services for social and economic development in the Counry and

also ensure the achievement ofthe NDP III.

I beg to report.

,\K

VOTE 020: MIMSTRY OF INFORMATION COMMUMCATION TECHNOLOGY
AND NATIONAL GI,'DIANCE
Expenditure Item Proposed Budget UGX.(000)

Recurrent 93,766.,M5

Development t,08t,M6
TOTAL 94,M7Dt
VOTE 126 NATIONAL INFORMATION AT,.TTHOR.ITIfi UGANDA NTTAU)
Expenditure Item Proposed Budget UGX.(000)

Recurrent 43,172491

Development 96,043970

TOTAL 139,:16A61
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