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PARLIAMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF UGANDA

,.*-*-.-'

MOTION SEEKING LEAVE OF PARLIAMENT TO INTRODUCE A PRIVATE MEMBER'S BI[L

ENTITIED "THE RATNWATER (HARVESTING AND STORAGE) Bttt

(Moved under Artic/es 94(4) of the Consfitufion of fhe Republic of Ugondo ond
Ru/es l2l ond 122 of fhe Ru/es of Procedure of Porlioment)

WHEREAS Article 79 of the Constitution of the Republic of Ugondo empowers
Porlioment to moke lows for the peoce, order, development ond good
governonce of Ugondo;

AND WHEREAS Article 94 14) (b) of lhe Constilution ond Rules l2l ond 122 ot the
Rules of Procedure of Porlioment recognize the right of o Member of Porlioment
to move o Privote Member's Bill;

NOTING THAT there is no legol fromework providing for ond reguloting the
compulsory horvesting ond storoge of roinwoler in Ugondo despite the
obundonce of this noturol resource;

FURTHER NOTING THAT the world is experiencing voriobility in precipitotion,
increosed temperoture, drought frequencies ond intensities ond globolly,
opproximotely four billion individuols experience woter scorcity due lo drought;

AWARE THAT Ugondo's climote is lorgely tropicol with two roiny seosons in o
yeor, while the northern region, which forms one-quorter of the country lies
outside the tropicol belt ond hence experiences only one roiny seoson ond is

more prone to drought;

FURTHER AWARE THAT in Ugondo, woter scorcity due to drought poses o greot
threot to the rurol populotion ond occording to World Bonk, opproximotely 4.5
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million people (or 1A% of the populotion) ore offected by woter scorcity eoch
yeor, moinly in the south-eostern ond north-eostern regions of Ugondo;

CONCERNED THAT droughts in Ugondo ore o recurrent hozord ond the country
experienced notoble drought evenls in the yeors 1967,1979,1987,1999,2002,
2005, 2008, 201 0 ond 2017 :

FURTHER CONCERNED THAT climote projections indicote thot conditions will

become even more severe in the future ond will continue to pose threots to
Ugondo omidst the growing populotion, economy ond increosing urbonizolion;

ATARMED THAT during the roiny seoson, roinwoter couses flooding especiolly in

urbon oreos where the droinoge systems ore not well mointoined;

CONVINCED THAI there is o need for putting in ploce oppropriote mechonisms
to oddress the issue of drought ond flooding especiolly by toking odvontoge of
the roiny seosons when roinwoter is in plenty, by horvesting ond storing roinwofer
so os to horness the resource ond optimolly utilise it lo ougment the woter needs
of the people of Ugondo while of the some time minimising flooding;

NOW THEREFORE be it resolved thot:

Porlioment gronts me leove to introduce o Privote Member's Bill entitled "The

Roinwoler (Horvesling ond Sloroge) Bill", o droft of which is hereto ottoched ond
do order the publicotion of the soid Bill in preporotion for its first reoding.

I beg to move

MOVED BY: APOLLO Y MP)

IORORO MUNICIPALITY

SECONDED BY:
&

AGASHA JULIET BASHIISHA (MP)
DISTRICT WOMAN REPRESENTATIVE

MITOOMA DISTRICT

BTYTKA LAWRENCE SONGA (MP)
ORA COUNTY
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THE RATNWATER (HARVESTTNG AND STORAGE) B|LL

MEMORANDUM

l. Policy ond principles

The object of the Bill is lo provide for mondotory horvesting ond storoge of

roinwoter in Ugondo.

2. Justificotion for the Bill

There is no legol fromework providing for ond reguloting the compulsory

horvesting ond storoge of roinwoter in Ugondo. The world is experiencing

voriobility in precipitotion, increosed temperoture, drought frequencies ond

intensilies. Globolly, opproximotely four billion individuols experience woter

scorcity due to drought.

Ugondo's climote is lorgely tropicol with two roiny seosons in o yeor, Morch to

Moy ond September to December. The northern region, which forms one-

quorter of the country lies outside lhe tropicol belt ond hence experiences only

one roiny seoson, Morch to October.

ln Ugondo, woter scorcity due to drought poses the greotest threot to the rurol

populotion. According to World Bonk, opproximotely 4.5 million people (or 10%

of the populotion) ore offected by woter scorcity eoch yeor, moinly in the

south-eostern ond north-eostern regions of Ugondo, Droughts in Ugondo ore o

recurrent hozord ond the country experienced notoble drought events in ihe

yeors 1967 , 1979, 1987 , 1999, 2002, 2005, 2008, 2010 ond 20,l 7). According to the

Notionol Environment Monogement Authority, the severe droughts experienced

in 2010 offected mony woter resources in the country.

Climote projections indicote thot conditions will become even more severe in in

the future ond will continue to pose threots to Ugondo omidst the growing

populotion, economy ond increosing urbonizotion. There is o need for putting in

ploce oppropriote mechonisms to oddress the issue of drought especiolly by
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toking odvontoge of the roiny seosons when roinwoter is in plenty, by horvesting

ond storing roinwoter. The Bill should enoble the horvesting of roinwoter so os to

horness the resource ond optimolly utilise it to ougment the woter needs of the

people of Ugondo.

Horvesting roinwoter will olso minimise flooding which is o recurrent

phenomenon, especiolly in urbon oreos where lhe droinoge systems ore not

well mointoined.

Remedies proposed by the Bill

This Bill seeks to oddress woter scorcity ond drought by providing for the

compulsory horvesting ond sloroge of roinwoter in Ugondo.

3. Provisions of the Bill

The Bill comprises l5 clouses.

PART I-PRELIMINARY

Port I of the Bill provides for the interpretotion of words ond phroses used in the

Biil.

PART II- ADMINISTRATION STRUCTURE FOR RAINWATER HARVESTING AND

SIORAGE MANAGEMENT

Port ll of the Bill, comprising clouses 3 to B provides for the monogement

structures for roinwoter horvesting ond storoge.

PART III- RAINWATER HARVESTING AND STORAGE

Port lll of the Bill, comprising clouses 9 ond l2 deols with obligotions imposed

under the Act.
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Port lV of the Bill, comprising clouses I3 ond 14 provides for the fines, penolties

ond Regulotions.

HON. APOLLO YERI OFWONO

IORORO MUNICIPALITY
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ARRANGEMENT OF CLAUSES

CIouse

PART 1-PRELIMINARY

l. lnterpretotion

PART II- ADMINISTRATION STRUCTURE FOR RAINWATER HARVESTING AND

STORAGE MANAGEMENT

2. Administrotion, monogement ond development

3. Powers of Minister

4. Funclions of Directorole of Woter Development

5. Functions of Locol Government

6. Functions of Building Committee

7. Community Roinwoter User Committee

PART III-RAINWATER HARVESTING AND STORAGE

B. Obligotion to provide for roinwoter horvesting focility or system

9. Obligotion of developer

10. Obligotion of occupier

1 I . Horvesting ond storoge of roinwoter for commerciol purposes

PART IV.MISCELTANEOUS

12. Fines ond penolties

13. Regulotions

SCHEDULE Currency Point
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ENTITLED

THE RA|N WATER (HARVESTTNG AND STORAGE) BILL,202r

An Acl to provide for mondolory horvesting ond storoge of roinwqter, lo

conserye roinwoter, to estoblish, mointoin ond monoge roinwoler horvesling

syslems ond focililies in Ugondo; ond for relqted mollers.

BE lT ENACTED by Porlioment os follows:

PART I-PRETIMINARY

t. !nterpretotion

ln this Act, unless the context otherwise requires-

"building" meons- (o) ony structure, whether of o temporory or permonent

noture, ond, irrespective of the moteriols used in its erection, erected or used for

or in connection with-
(i) lhe occommodolion or convenience of humon beings or onimols;

(ii) the monufocture, processing, storoge or sole of ony goods;

(iii) the rendering of ony service;

(iv) the destruction or treotment of refuse or other woste moleriol; or

(v) the cultivotion or growing of ony plont or crop;

(b) ony other port of o building or of on instollotion connected to the

building;
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"building commitlee" meons the building committees estoblished under the

Building Conlrol Act, 20,l3;

"building permit" meons the building permit issued under the Building Control

Act,20l3;

"building plon" meons orchitecturol or engineering drowings required by o
building committee in respect of o building operotes under the Building Control

Act,20l3;

"currency poinl" meons the volue ossigned to it in the Schedule to this Act;

"Developer" meons o person or entity responsible for the plonning ond

construction of o building ond includes the owner of the building;

"Directorote" meons the Directorote of Woter Development within the Ministry;

"Minister" meons the Minister responsible for woter;

"Minislry" meons the Ministry responsible for woter;

"roinwoter" meons woter sourced from roin thot hos not entered o storm droin

system or chonnel, or ony noturol droin, or ony other streom chonnel ond hos

not been previously put to beneficlol use;

"roinwoler hqrvesting" meons collecting ond storing roinwoter from the rooftop

of o building or other ports of o building or ony poved or unpoved surfoce, for

USE;

8



"roinwoler storoge focility" includes o verticol detention lonk, horizontol woler

tonk, underground woter tonk, open reloining bosin or o mulli-use woter

cotchment oreo such os smoll form reservoirs, on-site regulotion ponds used to

copture, retoin ond store roinwoter, or ony structure thot is used to store

roinwoter;

"roinwoler horvesling syslem" meons the method used to collect, convey ond

slore roinwoter including pipes or droins, simple roin borrels, pumps, tonks or

other physicol componenls, for humon use;

"Locol Governmenl" meons o locol council estoblished under sections 3(2) to

(5) of the Locol Governments Act;

PART II-ADMINISTRATION STRUCTURE FOR RAINWATER HARVESTING AND

STORAGE MANAGEMENT

2, Administrolion, monogemenl ond developmenl

The odministrotion, monogement ond development of roinwoter horvesting ond

storoge focilities sholl be undertoken by the Directorote subject to the overoll

guidonce of the Minister in colloborotion with other stokeholders.

3. Functions of Direclorote

The Directorole sholl-

(o)Develop oppropriote stondords ond guidelines reloting to roinwoter

horvesting, storoge, ond utilisotion;

(b)ldentify, promote ond undertoke the development of oppropriote

roinwoter horvesting ond storoge focilities ond systems;
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(c)Promote the development ond introduction of oppropriote technologies

in roinwoter horvesting, storoge ond treotment for humon consumption,

onimol consumption or domestic use;

(d) Creote public oworeness ond support for roinwoter horvesting ond

storoge;

(e) Coordinote ond undertoke monitoring ond control of octivities within the

scope of this Act; ond

(f) Perform ony such duties ond functions consistent with lhe provisions of this

Act os moy be necessory for the fulfilment of the objectives of this Act.

4. Colloborotion with locol Governmenl

The Ministry, Directorole ond Building Committee sholl colloborote with the locol

government in the implementotion of the provisions of this Act.

5. Funclions of Locol Governmenl

(1) A locol Government sholl be responsible for;

(o)Sensitizing ond promoting the estoblishment, instollotion,

moinlenonce or development of roinwoter horvesting ond storoge

focilities or systems;

(b)supervising the monogement, mointenonce, development ond

improvement of roinwoter horvesting ond sloroge focilities ond

systems within their oreo of jurisdiction;

(c)ensuring complionce with regulotions, policies ond guidelines under

this Act;

(d)moke bylows ond ordinonces for the development of sustoinoble

roinwoter horvesting ond storoge focilities monogement; ond

(e) Corrying out ony other functions os moy be directed by the

Minisler.
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6. Building Commitlee

(l)The Building Committees estoblished under section 28 of the Building

Control Act sholl be the building Committee for purposes of this Act.

(2) The Building Committee sholl, in oddition to the functions prescribed under

the Building Control Act-

(o)prescribe guidelines thot determine the type ond size of

roinwoter horvesting focility or system which is suitoble for o

specific building;

(b)provide lechnicol guidonce to o developer when instolling

roinwoter horvesting focililies or systems;

(c)lioise with the Ministry, Directorote ond locol Governments to

focilitote the development of oppropriote policies, guidelines,

bylows ond ordinonces on roinwoter horvesting ond storoge

focilities or systems;

(d)provide such informotion to the Directorote ond Locol

Governments os moy be required for the purposes of roinwoter

horvesting ond storoge focilities or systems.

(3) The Building Committee moy, in writing, delegote to o Locol Government

or competent person, ony function conferred upon it by or under this Act,

PART III . RAINWATER HARVESTING AND STORAGE

7. Obligotion to provide for roinwoter horvesting syslem or focility

(l) A Developer, sholl, in o building plon required by the building committee,

moke provision for o roinwoter horvesting ond storoge focility.

(2) A Building Committee sholl not issue o building permit to o developerwho
presents o building plon which is not in complionce with subsection (l ) of
this provision.
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(3) An owner of vocont lond moy instoll o roinwoter horvesting focility or

system.

8. Tronsilionol Provisions

(1)A developer whose building plon wos opproved before the coming into

force of this Act. sholl, within twelve months from the dote of

commencement, moke provision for o roinwoter horvesting focility or

system on o building.

(2) A developer whose building wos complete or fully constructed before the

commencement of this Act, sholl, within twelve months from the dote of

commencement, instoll o roinwoter horvesting ond storoge focility or

system on the building.

(3) A developer who controvenes subsection I or 2 of this provision commits

on offence ond is lioble on conviction to poy o fine not exceedlng 100

currency points.

9. Horvesling ond sloroge of roinwoler for Commerciol purposes

(1)A person who horvests ond stores roinwoter moy chorge o user fee for

purpose of mointoining the focilities ond systems;

(2) A person who chorges o user fee for roinwoter sholl odhere to the

treotment procedures ond stondords prescribed by the Minister;

(3) A person who provides roinwoter for commerciol purposes in

controvention of subsection (2) of this section commits on offence under

this Act.

PART IV-MISCEttANEOUS

10. Fines ond penolties
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(1) A person who controvenes ony of the provisions of this Act moy be

subject to ony of the following penolties -

(o)Coution;

(b)o notice occomponied with o requiremenl to comply with

the provisions of this Act within o specified time period;

(c)on odministrotive penolty not exceeding five currency poinls

for eoch doy of breoch of the provisions of the Act;

(d)A fine not exceeding one lhousond currency points or

imprisonment for o lerm not exceeding 6 months or both;

(e)Closure of commerciol buildings where the owner or person in

chorge is nol in complionce.

(2)A person to whom o notice is served under porogroph I {b) sholl comply

within the prescribed time period ond where in defoult, be lioble to poy on

odministrotive penolty under porogroph (c) of this provision.

14. Offences committed by o corporote body

(l)Where o corporote bodydoes not complywith ony of the provisions of this

Act, the competent Authority sholl, in oddition to ony penolty stipuloted -
(o) impose on odministrotive penolty not exceeding five thousond

currency points;

(b) order for the concellotion of the registrotion of the entity os o

corporote body; or

(c) suspend the troding license or ony license issued under ony low

opplicoble in Ugondo.

15. Regulotions
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(l ) The Minister sholl, by stotutory instrument, moke regulotions generolly for

the better corrying out of the purposes of this Act.

12) Without prejudice to the generolity of subsection (l), the Minister moy

moke regulolions in respect of ony or oll of the following molters-

(o) lhe type or noture of roinwoter horvesting focilities or systems thol

moy be developed on residentiol, public ond commerciol buildings;

(b) enforcement powers ond mechonisms of the Locol Governments;

(d) treotment procedures ond stondords for roinwoter for different

purposes including domestic, industriol or ogriculturol use to ensure sofely.

SCHEDUTE

Section 2

One currency point is equivolent to twenty thousond shillings.
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Cross References

Building Control Act,20l3, Act 10 of 2013

Locol Government Act, Cop.243
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