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Rt. Hon Speoker ond Hon. Colleogues,

We hove mentioned here before thot our Country ronks omong the

worst performers in os for os respecting, protecting ond promoting of

humon rights is concerned. On poper this ronking moy not ring o bell, to

the extent thot we con moke stotements, one ofter onother without

unsettling the tronquillity of the perpetrotors! On the other hond, ony step

token to expose ond detoil the scorecord leoding to thot ronking hos

olwoys proved discomforting to the perpetrotors ond foced o lot of

resistonce from the upper echelons of the Stote.

Nonetheless, we sholl not relent from exposing the systemotic humon

rights obuses ond to pleod for the full intervention of Porlioment in

enlisting this problem ond finding o duroble solution.

We should recoll thot we, os legislotors, toke ooth of ollegionce to the

constitution. We derive our outhority from the relevont provisions ond the

spirit of the constitution, ond it is to the provisions of the constitution thot

we owe ollegionce. To put this in context, since the Constitution

guorontees ond mondotes institutions of Government to respect,

protect ond promote humon rights, Porlioment ought to be the fort in

the defence of the rights ond freedoms of the people.

Now, on I 7th October 2023 I listened to ond reod the stotement by the

Minister of lnternol Affoirs on the orrivol ond illegol orrest of the Hon

Kyogulonyi ond hundreds of NUP supporters, thworted NUP proyers ond

the dispersion of peoceful demonstrotion in Bbole Constituency. I submit

thot the Minister's Stotement is superficiol, shollow, tointed with moteriol

folsehoods, misconstruction of the low ond on ottempt to jus

repression ond clomp-down on politicol dissent in this country.
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ldo not find the Minister's stotement tenoble since it hos follen short of

oddressing the wonton obuse of humons rights, the growing stote of

impunity, generol breokdown of the rule of low ond the shrinking civic

spoce, for thot I invite this August House to reject thot stotement.

Rt. Hon. Speoker, the Minister's stotement hos further depicted the

Government's reluctonce to oddress ond remedy humon rights

violotions. I must stote here thot the Minister's stotement remoins

rejected, ond I invite this honoroble house to consider it os such.

It should be recolled thot os o result of the infomous November 2020

shootings mony people lost their lives whereos scores were moimed.

The government committed to hove the motter investigoted ond

oudited, however, oll thot hos been ochieved wos the cotegorizotion of

the victims into o cluster of 20 persons who were shot ond killed by stroy

bullets whereos 34 olhers were shot ond killed for ollegedly porticipoting

in riots. The detoils of the report remoin o top secret only known to the

Stote despite the President's promise to moke the some public. ltwill be

exoctly 3 yeors next month since the ongel of deoth wos porocuted on

to our streets by the very people chorged with o duty to protect.

Our memories ore yet to lose the well documented evil work of Police

Potrol 999\17 on the streets of Kompolo for 2 solid doys, ond the legocy

of its occuponts. Ugondons demond to know whether the occuponts of

thot Police vehicle were oliens without o troce, or their evil octs o living

testimony to the jungle low in which we ore entropped.
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Ssentezo Fronk the body guord of Hon Robert Kyogulonyi Ssentomu wos

intentionolly knocked down by o militory Police vehicle H4DF-2382 ot

Busego round-obout. There wos no follow-up with the fomily by ony stote

ogency, 3 yeors ofter his killing or otleost on excuse of on investigotion

report, confirming thot the murder wos premeditoted

Nobukenyo Ritoh wos knocked deod off o wolk-woy by o police police

vehicle Reg No. UP 4841. No report wos given, no follow-up with the

fomily, insteod the fomily wos being worned not to woste time by trying

to follow-up.

. Were lhese governmenf vehicles auto-pilofed thol no driver or

commonder ls ovoiloble fo foce chorges of pre-medifofed murder

of fhese innocent Ugondons.l

. ls fhe House of Represenfofives foo timid ond cowed to demand

from fhe relevonl authorily to moke o proper occount of both the

hoppenings on fhe foteful doys, os well os demondingjusfice fo fhe

viclims' fomilies!

We hove o good recollection of the mony innocent Ugondons who were

murdered, whereos others were grievously injured while on the

compoign troil for Hon. Kyogulonyi Robert Sentomu during the 2021

Generol elections. Those who were murdered in cold blood include;

I . Ssentezo Fronk Kolibbolo

2. Micheol Kolindo oko.TiggV Wine,

3. Ritoh Nobukenyo

4. Doniel Kyeyune

5. lbrohim Mutooso

5. Willy Koyondo of Kubbiri Roundobout

7. Sophie Kusosiro of Kolenrue B Morket
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8. Boker Koto Lubwomo shot from nomulondo

9. Mortin Owekikye

10. Tusubiro Elijoh

I l. Elijoh Mukibi Koote of Luweero

12. Umoru Ssemokulo of Entebbe/Gombo
,l3. 

Kotwere Kimuli of Seeto

14. Musisi Allon Kitete Mukono
,l5. 

Peter Mwonje of Nonsono

16. Mugerwo Williom of Wonkulukuku

17 . Bootio Sofi of Obongi

18. Alionji Nobert of Obongi

19. Fungoroo Moro of Obongi

20. Shoobo Sorof of Obongi

21 . Akim Abile of Obongi - deliberotely drowned by UPF ond

UPDF on l5th Jon. 2021

22. Bukere Nuhu obducted from Mukono Municipolity, murdered

ond dumped in Kolongolo.

The relotives of the deceosed ore still reeling in bereovement with no

hope of ever receiving justice for the deoth of their loved ones.

ls lhe people's Porliomenf complicit in fhese wonton murders, ond

therefore unable lo dem ond occountobility ond jusfice.
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The Fole of Missing Ugondons

On more thon one occosion, I hove tobled to this Honoroble House o list

of Ugondons missing over the lost 2-4 yeors. These persons were picked

from their workploces ond homes by stote security ogencies. Detoiled

occounts of their orrest ond eventuol disoppeoronce hove been

provided by fomilies ond friends to whoever cored to listen. only the stote

con occount for their whereobouts.

ls porliomenf so frightened, complicit or disinferesfed in demo nding the

governmenf fo priorifise humon rights guorontees befo re onythlng else

for the soke of building o duroble humon righfs record ond enfrenc hing

the rule of low!

Did Parliomenf buy into the mosf flimsy ond derogotory reosoning of the

governmenf ond ifs ogencies thot the addresses and nexf of kin of the

missing persons are nol known!

For the benefit of those, who might for one reoson or onother missed out

on the record of missing persons for whom the government hos ignored

occountobility ond justice, the following Ugondons motter.

l. Moses Mbobozi
2, Dennis Zzimulo

3. Shofik Wongolo
4. Mortin Lukwogo
5. Peter Kiryo

6. John Ddomuliro
7. Michoel Semuddu
8. Muhommod Konotto
9. JohnBosco Kibolomo
10. Vincent Nolumonso
I l. Yudo Sempijo
12. Musisi Mbowo
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13, Musitofo Luwembo
I 4. Hosson Mubiru
15. lsmo Ssesoozi

16. Godfrey Kisembo
17, George Kosumbo
18, Joseph Bogumo

The viclimisotion ond lorgeled murder of Moslems

It hos become foshionoble in Ugondo todoy thot for ony ottock or

murder committed, the Stote torgets moslems whom they then

indiscriminotely kill ond imprison without triol. For instonce following the

twin bombings of Kompolo on the l6rh of November,2O2l , o one Muso

Mudosir olios Moze wos shot deod of Bwoise, Kowempe Division. On the

some doy, onother suspect, Muhommod Kiryowo olios Muso Kiryowo

wos olso shot deod in cold blood. On 17/1112021 , Sheikh Muhommod

Abbos Kirevu wos olso shot deod while on hondcuf fs by security

ogencies. This hos been the cose in mony other high profile coses.

Rt. Hon. Speoker,by low, ony orresting officer is ollowed reosonoble or

necessory force in effecting the orrest. The force employed should be

proportionol to the circumstonces. The use of fire orms during orrests

omounts to excessive force if the suspect is unormed. Even if some of the

suspects were purportedly evoding orrest, the fire orm should only be

used to incopocitote the suspect ond deter evosion but not to kill.

Rt. Hon. Speoker reports indicote thot most of the victims who hove been

killed were olreody hondcuffed ond in essence posed no threot

worronting use of o fireorm

7

.r



I would like to throw o quick chollenge to this Honoroble Porlioment to

moke o rondom check occross ony police cell or government prison, the

shocking discovery will be thot you hove more moslems in detention

without triol.

o Does Parliomenf consider every moslem guilty of terrorism of birth!

o Why isn'f Porlioment nol keenly following and invesfigating the

wilch-hunt of moslems, using the focl of informolion availoble in so

mony governmenf prhons ond other illegol defenfion cenfers!

. What hoppened fo fhe men in uniform who carried ouf fhese cold-

blood murders in brood doylight. Are they bound by the lows of lhe

land!

Delenlion wilhout triol

Rt Hon Speoker ond colleogues, those of us who hove not sot in ony

history closs of leost hove reod some literoture on Ugondo's politicol

history. Detention of people without triol wos o common phenomenon

in immediote post-coloniol regimes, to deter citizens from ogitotion for

freedoms ond to contoin ond keep politicol opponents of boy.

The 1995 Constitution despite its current mutiloted stote hos mointoined

ond sustoined the 48 hrs rule under custody before one is produced

before o competent court or releosed. The essence of this is to ensure

speedy ond foir triol ond the ovoidonce of keeping innocent persons in

detention without just couse.
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Over the lost 3 yeors, the orrest ond detention of severol Ugondons

without triol represents one of the worst obuses of humon rights. ln the

worst cose scenorio, where the stote desired to hold on to detoinees

without proboble couse, trumped-up chorges hove been roised ogoinst

them.

These chorges connot be sustoined in ony court, for they lock premise.

Mony such victims, including civilions, hove ended up in militory courts in

totol violotion of the constitution.

ln 2O2l , over 500 NUP supporters were orrested in different ports of the

Country on vorious flimsy chorges. Most of them were releosed ofter one

yeor without triol, some hod to poy o ronsom to goin their freedom from

vorious militory ond civilion detention centers.

ln the group of 2021 , over 50 ore still longuishing in Kitolyo ond Luziro

prisons without triol. 28 of these hove been produced in the ormy court-

mortiol but their triol hos never token shope more thon 3 yeors ofter

orrest, including o one Olivio Lutooyo o mother of 3 little children who

wos orrested on 8th Moy 2021 .

O ls lhe people's Porliomenl dosing on duty, complicit or limid to
demond of the militory to occount for their octions ond conduct in
the court-mortiol where hundreds of Ugondons ore cosuolly
produced os o show wilhoul consequence!

ls the UPDF subordinole lo the lows of the lond or lhe country wos

long coptured by o subtle mililory junto without on offi

proclomotion of rule by decree!
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Torture in Delention Focilities

Rf. Hon. Speoker, the growing culture by the stote security opporotus to

torture suspects while in detention, the cosed of Somuel Mosereko, the

Registror of the Notionol Unity Plotform (NUP) in Kosese district ond

Kokwenzo Rukiroboshorjo ore clossicol exomples for people who hove

ever been obducted by security personnel, subjected to despicoble

torturous treotment.

Other similor incidents occurred in the recent post for instonce when

Hon. Kyogulonyi wos orrested from Aruo ond tortured while in detention,

Hon. Froncis Zooke hos on severol occosions foced it rough to the extent

of olmost losing his sight, ond mony other incidents.

We connot soy thot these ore isoloted incidents. I sense donger on

muzzling dissenting voices ond delimiting spoce for holding occountoble

those in power. lf this hoppened to them todoy, ond no stotement or

remediol oction hos been token by the government how sholl we oll

here be spored if our turn comes.

ln the recent post this August House hos condemned such violotions, but

some old hobits hove continued to monifest moinly through enforced

disoppeoronces, orbitrory lllegol orrest ond detention, torture in

detention, detention without triol, unlowful detentions, extrojudiciol

killings, property grobbing, politicol persecution, ossoulting journolists

ond other professionols in the course of duty omong others.
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HUMAN RIGHTS VIOTATIONS IN FISHING COMMUNITIES

Rt. Hon Speoker,in20l 7, the President of Ugondo directed thot the UPDF

be deployed of mojor lokes in Ugondo following reported depletion of

fish stocks due to over ond illegol fishing.

Following thot deployment, the fishing communities hove on numerous

occosions cried out on gross violotion of their rights by the men ond

women in uniform. Reports of rope, defilement, destruction of properties,

murders, unjustified orrests, ond illegol closure of mony londing sites hove

been reported.

Port of the response to these cries by Porlioment wos the enoctment of

the Fisheries & Aquoculture Act,20l3. The continued presence of the

UPDF ond their selective octions ogoinst citizens must orouse the curiosity

of ony serious House of Porlioment.

Entire communities hove been disploced, rendered homeless ond
jobless, mony persons hove been killed, moimed ond dishonoured.

Do the viclims of lhese illegol octions hove representolives in porlioment!
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Rt. Hon Speoker, in the circumstonces ond obsurd os described obove;

we hove the following demonds for the government to meet without

EXCUSE.

Full occountobility for the November 2020 murders in Kompolo ond

beyond; including the octions token on Police 999 Potrol 17, ond

others listed obove whose occuponts were well coptured by different

medio houses ond vigilont citizens, shooting live ommunition towords

unormed citizens ond intentionol killing of oppositin supporters in

questionoble occidents.

2. Accountobility for oll orrested Moslem clerics ond ordinory moslems

throughout the country! A minority foith hoving mojority prisoners.

3. Accountobility for oll the reported l8 disoppeored Ugondons (os

confirmed by the Ugondo Humon Rights Commission).

4. Accountobility for oll politicol prisoners rotting in numerous joils

without triol

5. Releose of oll politicol prisoners in the Court mortiol

6. Demond thot the Minister of Justice oppeors before Porlioment to

detoil the House on detention without triol.

7. Accountobility for y the Militory in vorious fishing communities

I so proy

et

Mothios Mpuugo, M

Leoder of the Opposi ion
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